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Chair,

| am speaking on behalf of the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, an international civil
society organization based in Geneva, with a global network of more than 800 members, and 150 staff in offices
around the world. As the largest independent organization focussed on research and analysis on all types of
illicit markets, we see how corruption plays a role as a driver and enabler of the worsening problem of
transnational organized crime.

Since we last met at the COSP, in Atlanta, the world has once again undergone huge upheaval. And changes
and uncertainty are always exploited by organized criminal groups and corrupt actors, as during the COVID-
19 pandemic and in its aftermath.

The 3 edition of the Global Organized Crime Index published last month, captures, through 193 country
profiles, and global and regional overviews of diverse criminal markets, and multiple resilience indicators, the
state of illicit markets today, and possible trajectories into the future.

The Index outlines a stark picture of the worsening impacts and harms of transnational organized crime, with
rising levels of criminality, and resilience to organized crime plateauing, despite the range of tools that we have
at our disposal, including the UNCAC. This reality must be recognized as delegates make new agreements
here at this COSP, including on the future of the review mechanism and how to better join up responses against
organized crime and corruption.

The Index once again shows financial crime as the most prevalent criminal market globally and saw the greatest
expansion of any criminal market since 2023, and is the most prevalent criminal market in Africa and Europe
and is in the top five markets on all continents.

To exemplify the deep interconnections between organized crime and corruption, state-embedded actors, at
various levels, remain the most prevalent type of criminal actor, according to the index. This has serious
consequences for governance in these countries and the threat of state-led weaponization of organized crime.
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The Index shows that trajectories of crime and corruption can be changed. For example, by strengthening key
areas of resilience — such as the judicial system and detention, prevention, civil society and the media, and
victim and witness support.

And for the review processes for both UNCAC and the UNTOC, it's time to ensure data, inputs and actions from
civil society form a more integral part of the implementation of this and other relevant conventions, and that
there are more coordinated, inclusive and therefore cost-effective activity under the two conferences.

Thank you
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