
PEACE OPERATIONS AND ORGANIZED CRIME 
IN A CHANGING WORLD

THE FUTURE OF SPOILERS

At this year’s United Nations Peacekeeping Ministerial in Berlin, governments will come 
from around the world to discuss the future of peacekeeping. A particular thorn in the side 
of peacekeeping has been transnational organized crime (TOC). In 2024, 52 per cent of UN 
Security Council resolutions referenced at least one illicit market, most often in relation to 
their impact on conflicts. The challenge is felt across conflict settings, for example in 
Colombia, Afghanistan, the DRC, Libya, Mali, Myanmar and Haiti. The impacts of organized 
crime in conflict are economic, political and social, critically impacting efforts to decrease 
violence, establish good governance and advance peace. Addressing transnational organized 
crime, though recognized as a key threat, has never had an easy policy fix. And in the current 
geopolitical climate, the stakes are higher, yet the challenges are greater. 

This side-event, hosted by the United Nations Association of Germany and the Global 
Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC), will explore evolving develop-
ments of the TOC-conflict nexus, discuss UN responses in the context of peace operations, 
and generate ideas for more effective peace interventions.

WELCOME REMARKS
Dr. Ekkehard Griep, Chairman, United Nations Association of Germany 

PRESENTATION
Organized Crime’s Evolving Impact on Peace: Ms. Summer Walker, Head of Security and 
Rights Initiatives, GI-TOC

PANEL
	■ Police Commissioner Faisal Shahkar, United Nations Police Adviser  

and Director of the UN Police Division 
	■ Ms. Catharina Nickel, Research officer, Center for Policy Research,  

United Nations University 
	■ Ms. Imane Karimou, UN Representative, Nonviolent Peaceforce  
	■ Dr. Walter Kemp, Director of Communications, GI-TOC 
	■ Moderator: United Nations Association of Germany

Date: 13 May 2025
Time: 9:00 – 10:15am

Venue: 
The Westin Grand 
Berlin, Event Room 
‘Wintergarten’
Friedrichstraße  
158–164, 10117 
Berlin, Germany

CLICK HERE 
TO REGISTER

Deutsche Gesellschaft 
für die Vereinten Nationen e. V.
United Nations Association of Germany

https://dgvn.de/aktivitaeten/anmeldung/25-05-13-sideevent-pkm

