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On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the adoption of the Vienna Declaration and 
Programme of Action and the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC) will 
host a discussion on the multifaceted interactions between organized crime and human rights.

Organized crime poses significant direct and indirect threats to human rights. Some illicit 
economies, such as human trafficking, are implicitly recognized as human rights violations, 
while others, such as environmental crime and cybercrime, are increasingly seen as obstacles 
to the just enjoyment of human rights. In many contexts, the presence of criminal groups that 
control illicit markets has led to the exploitation of people and communities, with particular 
threats to the right to life, liberty and security. At the same time, responses to organized crime 
sometimes fail to take due account of human rights considerations. In all cases, vulnerable 
groups – including youth, indigenous peoples, women and the LGBTQIA+ community – are 
disproportionately affected and face displacement, discrimination and exploitation, as well as 
other violations of their fundamental rights.

Throughout 2023, the GI-TOC has worked to raise awareness of the convergences between 
organized crime and human rights agendas, and of community responses to mitigate the 
negative impact of organized crime on human rights. This event will reflect on these issues 
and disseminate the relevant tools developed by the GI-TOC and its Resilience Fund to the 
Vienna-based diplomatic and policy community. The event will be followed by a reception 
with the Vienna diplomatic community.

	■ High-level segment: Ambassador Emil Brix, Director, Vienna School of International Studies; 
Mark Shaw, Director, GI-TOC; Ambassador Christian Strohal, Austrian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Special Envoy for the International Human Rights Year 2023; Kristin Kvigne, Director 
General, National Criminal Investigation Service, Norway. 
 

	■ Community experiences and resilience efforts presented by Resilience Fund Fellows, 
2020–2023: Luisa Riascos, Community leader, Colombia; Milos Katic, Investigative journalist, 
Serbia; Ioana Bauer, Anti-human trafficking leader, Romania; Vania Pigeounutt, Investigative 
journalist, Mexico

	■ Tools developed to support community resilience presented by international experts: 
Billy Kyte, Independent consultant; Sarah Fares, Analyst, GI-TOC; Dmitry Orlov, 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime

	■ Moderator: Ana Paula Oliveira, Analyst, GI-TOC

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE: FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS, AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIME
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Followed by 
networking 
reception 
until 21.00

The in-person 
event will include
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SESSION 2


