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MAJOR HISTORICAL EVENTS TRIGGERING THE STRIKE

25 March 2020
COVID-19 general lockdown declared in 

Colombia

2 May 2021
President Duque refers to the violence in Cali and 
calls on congress to withdraw the tax reform

21 November 2019

3 May 2021
Finance Minister Alberto Carrasquilla and Finance 
Vice Minister Juan Alberto l ondoño resign
4 May 2021
United n h igh Commissioner for Refugees Mission 

5 May 2021

6 May 2021
First agreements for humanitarian corridors for food, 
gas and medical oxygen

12 May 2021

9 May 2021
Arrival of indigenous groups from north of Cauca to support 

indigenous groups

14 May 2021
Inter-American Court of h uman Rights requests the Colombian 

19 May 2021
Congress rejects the government health reform 

28 May 2021

9 May 2021–29 May 2021
Authority and control vacuum in the city 

9 June 2021

8 June 2021–10 June 2021
Inter-American Court of h uman Rights visits Cali 

26 June 2021
l

20 May 2021

28 April 2021

3 May 2021
Arrival of the Defence Minister and army commander 

Zapateiro to ‘gain back control of Cali’ 

4 May 2021
Cali in crisis for lack of food and gas 

28 April 2021–6 May 2021
Most violent days of the strike in Cali

9 May 2021

11 May 2021
 President Duque visits Cali

13 May 2021
First dialogue engagement between demonstrators 

and local government

29 May 2021
President Duque’s second visit to Cali. h e 

authorizes the army to dismantle road blockades. 

7 June 2021

n o agreement is reached. 

1 June 2021–11 June 2021
Most of the road blockades are dismantled by the 

Colombian army 

28 May 2021

18 May 2021
Closure of businesses due to road blockades

17 June 2021

demonstrators and security forces 

From 25 June 2021
epicentre of the strike moves to Bogotá 
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